CHAPTEE XV.
CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF GLYCERINE.
SINGE glycerine has attained such importance for
many industries and particularly since it has been
used in such large quantities for explosive prepara-
tions, the analytical determination of glycerine in a
liquid has become of considerable value, and several
methods are used in order to determine the amount
of pure glycerine contained in a given substance.
In commerce different sorts of glycerine are dis-
tinguished, according to method of production,
whether distilled or not, as also to purity and con-
centration. According to their origin crude glycerines
can be divided into saponification glycerine from
autoclave saponification, or fat-splitting, according
to the Twitchel method, distillation glycerine, which
is a by-product obtained by the saponification of fat
with acid and cleaned by distillation, arid soap-lye
glycerine obtained from spent lyes from soap-boiling.
The most impure glycerine is the lye glycerine, ob-
tained from the spent lye in soap manufacture. Its
ash content amounts mostly to 10 per cent and is due
to the presence of common salt, soda, caustic soda,
and also sodium sulphate. Further, lye glycerine
(209)                          14